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CAL WORTHINGTON

Supervisor Ridley-Thomas tells the Ready to Work Rally that Metro must hire from the
depressed area along the line. For Andre Hollins, who is black, finding work has been difficult.
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For Andre Hollins, finding good work, the kind of job that
can support his young family, is a tenuous proposition. "It's
like digging yourself out of a grave," says the 29-year-old
African American, who hopes to make a career in
construction. "It just feels like people who do the hiring look
at me and where I've been in life and there's a lot for me to
overcome."

Bev erly Hills street
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Which is why Hollins found himself on Saturday at a rally for
would-be construction workers in Leimert Park. Dubbed the
Ready to Work Rally, the event focused on new jobs
expected to come with construction of the $2-billion rail line
along economically troubled Crenshaw Boulevard, expected
to break ground next year. A particular emphasis was
employment for black workers, long underrepresented in the
building trades and unions.
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At the event, L.A. County Supervisor Mark Ridley-Thomas
reminded a crowd of about 300 that the Metropolitan
Transportation Authority and its contractors have agreed on
hiring mandates meant to bring well-paying work to
neighborhoods like the predominantly black and Latino ones
straddling what will eventually be an 8.5-mile line connecting
the Expo Line and the Green Line near LAX.
Under the agreement, 40% of work hours on the railway
must be performed by employees from economically
depressed areas. There are also special provisions for
trainees and so-called "disadvantaged" workers — a group
that includes veterans, the homeless and applicants with
criminal records.

"This is economic justice in real time," said Ridley-Thomas,
who serves on Metro's board and was one of the most
SouthernCalifornia.BuyAToyota.co forceful proponents of the agreement. He promised to
m
closely monitor hiring and received a round of applause after
announcing that if mandates weren't met he would look to
"penalize" contractors or "declare them in breach of contract."
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Hollins listened to the supervisor while standing in a crowd of mostly black men looking for work in
a community where the unemployment rate is roughly twice the national average.
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A father of twin 3-year-old boys, Hollins admitted to having struggled in the past, spending several
months behind bars for robbery when he was a teen. Still, it's not uncommon for contractors to have
criminal records, he's quick to note, and he's been on a straight path for years — holding a warehouse
job, learning construction skills, even volunteering at UCLA's Los Angeles Black Worker Center,
which sponsored the rally.
Hollins has been steadily showing up at construction sites for the last three years, only to be
consistently turned away until two weeks ago, when he was hired for a temporary position that pays
about $12 an hour. Now he hopes to help build the Crenshaw line — potentially five years of
employment at a union wage.
"My story is like a lot of the people out here today," he said, echoing a sentiment widely held at the
rally: Racial bias adds an extra burden to the already difficult task of finding a job. "I show up and
even though I'm trained, a lot of the time it feels like they are looking for ways not to hire me.... I'll
do anything for a job to provide for my family, and that's the point of today. We're here to show the
people doing the hiring that we're out here, ready to go to work."

Photos of the Day
Most Viewed

Latest News

State labor board challenges L.A. teacher
evaluations 09/10/2013, 4:00 a.m.

kurt.streeter@latimes.com

Federal officials probe cause of Angels Flight
derailment 09/10/2013, 4:00 a.m.

Copy r ig h t © 2 0 1 3 , Los A n g eles T im es

France to introduce U.N. resolution on Syria
chemical weapons 09/10/2013, 3:35 a.m.

Comments

16

Email

Share

69

Tw eet

44

Like

25

0

FROM AROUND THE WEB

Goldie Hawn and Kurt Russell bail out of their
Malibu beach house

IT Professionals Assess the IT Profession | CI O

Jenny McCarthy on 'The View': Trust doctors,
not stars, on vaccines
George Zimmerman's wife, after lying for him,
files for divorce
'China Beach' celebrates its 25th anniversary
with DVDs and cast reunion

Fatal Compton fire: Officials probe why family
was living in building 09/10/2013, 3:00 a.m.
India court finds four men guilty in bus gang rape

MORE FROM THE TIMES

Student from California gives birth in dorm
room, bleeds to death

09/10/2013, 1:28 a.m.

Why Americans Can't Compete for Today's Jobs
| I de as Lab

Johnny Depp's Daughter's Revenge is Pretty
Awesome | Elizabe th S tre e t
Why LEDs Will Replace Other Light Sources | TRP
Conne ctions

7 Best Colleges for an Online Bachelor's Degree |
Education Portal

Video
Recommended by

Ads by Google

Armed robbery police pursuit

HUD Homes - $10,000

WPMT - Harrisburg, PA Sep 10, 2013

Buy a HUD Home at huge 50% savings. Register for $1 to search your area
www.HUDforeclosed.com

Public Criminal Records
1. Enter a Name & Search for Free! 2. View Background Check Instantly.
background.checkpeople.com

Comments (16)

More »

Add / View comments | Discussion FAQ

Lorenzo Mutia at 7:34 AM September 09, 2013
Y ou can tell that the commenters who make the assumption that these workers are less than
skilled or are "worried" about the quality of the work are just plain racist or just want to get
everyone else angry. Y ou cannot take those people seriously, humans can be bad but most of
the time, we're actually kind and caring of one another when the stuff gets down.
Amendment I at 6:50 AM September 09, 2013
What are your skills? None, I don't need no stinkin' skills.
The work hours are from 9-5. What, you want me to come in at 9 and work to 5!
Y ou'll be paid 15 dollars per hour to start. I want 45 dollars per hour.
But you have no skills. Y ou're racist.
Reverend Sharpton to the rescue.
Clarabella at 9:00 PM September 08, 2013
The same people on this post who are making snide and ugly remarks about the blacks or
Latinos who are hoping for one of these construction jobs? They are the same miserable
people who go on and on and on about minorities not wanting to work; about minorities who
want "something for nothing". And here they are, ready and eager to work, and all you petty,
pathetic people can do is mock them. Why don't you just admit that you just hate them and
would prefer that all these construction jobs go to your white brethren?

Comments are filtered for language and registration is required. The Times makes no
guarantee of comments' factual accuracy. Readers may report inappropriate comments by
clicking the Report Abuse link next to a comment. Here are the full legal terms you agree to
by using this comment form.
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